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An Analysis of Infant Period Gender-Socialization Processes, Based on a
Survey of Shizuoka Prefecture High School Students
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Abstract: This paper examines the process of gender socialization in childhood. It is based on data collected in
a survey titled "Child care, infant period education, and an investigation into gender" conducted to the 618 high
school students in the Shizuoka prefecture in June, 2006. Though it has been pointed out that gender plays an
important role in the way infants play, in this thesis, I attempt to describe additional aspects of gender socializa-
tion in early childhood. For example, I have examined how the difference in color for boys' and girls' school
book satchels ('randoseru’) that children are given when entering elementary school is a symbolic device that
encodes these young children with gender socialization. Analysis of differences in words directed at boys and
girls from nursery school, kindergarten and elementary school teachers, as well as from family members, etc. are
sources of important data for the study of gender socialization. I have extracted qualitative differences in words
directed at boys and girls, respectively. This paper is a continuation of a previously published thesis (Sasahara
1999).
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